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New York Association of Convenience Stores

 130 Washington Avenue, Suite 300, Albany NY 12210  
TELEPHONE:   (800) 33-NYACS or (518) 432-1400 
 
FAX:  (518) 432-7400

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

A.2426 by Member of Assembly Abbate

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to

the sale of wine and wine products at wholesale and retail

The New York Association of Convenience Stores, representing nearly 6,000 licensed neighborhood mini-marts statewide, supports amending the Alcoholic Beverage Control law to permit supermarkets, convenience stores, and drug stores to begin selling wine.

At present, such stores are licensed to sell beer and wine coolers, but not wine. Wine may only be sold by a licensed liquor store. Many other states allow consumers to buy wine in neighborhood food stores, and we see no valid reason New York should not take the same approach.

Convenience stores have experienced a sharp drop in tobacco sales in recent years because of state tax policy. The Tax Department refuses to collect taxes on sales of cigarettes by Native American tribes to non-Native Americans, driving many New York smokers away from our store to reservations and the Internet for cheaper “tax-free” cigarettes.

While not a panacea, the availability of wine as a new category would help some convenience stores diversify their product offering, appeal to new customers, and weather the loss of retail trade caused by state tax policy.

NYACS supports this change in the ABC law as long as there is no trade-off under which liquor stores would be allowed to begin selling cigarettes or beer, and as long as the change is implemented in a way that does not place convenience stores at a disadvantage with another class of retail trade.

We respectfully recommend passage of this legislation.

James S. Calvin

President, NYACS

June 1, 2004
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