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New York Association of Convenience Stores

 231 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY  12054  
TELEPHONE:   (800) 33-NYACS or (518) 478-0560 
 
FAX:  (518) 478-0458

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

S.2047-A by Senator Rath

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to

suspension of a driver's license for theft of motor fuel

This legislation would deter the theft of gasoline from self-serve fuel pumps at a gas station or convenience store, by expanding the range of available penalties to include suspension of the offender's driver's license.

Gasoline "driveoffs" have reached an all-time high during this year's price run-up, and The National Association of Convenience Stores estimates that retailers of motor fuel in New York State will lose upwards of $5,400,000 in 2004 as a result of such thefts.

When an SUV owner fills up and intentionally drives off without paying, it costs the gas station or convenience store $50 or more.  If that occurs once a week, the annual loss to the business is $2,600.  Sadly, law-abiding customers end up paying for these thefts in the form of higher prices necessary to recover the losses.

To thwart gasoline theft, retailers themselves are training staff to more closely monitor activity at the pump islands and installing or upgrading surveillance cameras to provide police with videotape of the crime.  Some have gone to the extreme of requiring customers to pay for the gas before pumping, but that takes the "convenience" out of convenience store.

The missing element in the all-out effort to eliminate driveoffs in New York is a tougher penalty to serve as a deterrent to those who might be tempted to steal gas – the loss of driving privileges, a penalty which 25 other states currently have in place. S.2047-A addresses that deficiency.

The New York Association of Convenience Stores, representing more than 4,000 retail locations statewide selling motor fuel, commends Senator Rath and her co-sponsors, and encourages passage of S.2047-A in order to provide an effective deterrent to the growing and costly crime of gasoline theft.

James S. Calvin

President, NYACS

May 3, 2004
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